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“I have been studying the phenom-
enon of recuperation of workers 
culture at these two industries in 
Scania/Skåne. I’ve gathered ex-
amples of workers culture: paint-
ings, poems, novels, songs, plays, 
sculptures produced by workers at 
the coalmines and sugar factories 
and the sugar beet fields. I’ve also 
collected examples of how this 
culture was observed and taken 
over by the employers, the coal 
and sugar corporations, then either 
commodified and sold back to the 
workers, or, turned into a means of 
controlling the workforce.”

The performance ‘I am the Sun’ takes 
place under a double projection of im-
ages in associative pairings. It lists a 
number of examples of recuperation and 
presents some of the visual evidence, 
whereas the filmed version of the same 
performance also takes a look at how 
the performer attempts to embody the 
presented cases, and of how the perfor-
mance itself was constructed. 

One of the strands of stories, images 
and examples concerns how the workers 
internalised the control mechanisms and 
the gestures and postures of the working 
day: children in a mining village mimic 
the sound of the factory whistle at four 
o’clock, calling their fathers home; the 
seated posture used in the low mining 
tunnels also becomes the resting posture 
for miners hanging out together out-
doors in their free time; a retired miner 
visits his old workplace, a shut down 
mine, where he performs the tasks of the 
workday as a mime, without the tools. 
Some of these movements, postures, and 
sounds, are also repeated by the actor on 
stage.

The film version of ‘I am the Sun’ was 
recorded at Tivolihuset in Höganäs, in 
the spring of 2018. 
The live premiere of ‘I am the Sun’ took 
place at Moderna Museet in Stockholm 
on November 10, 2018.
















