
In the village Nyvång, an enormous 
slag heap left behind from the larg-
est coal mine in Sweden is visible 
from afar, as you pass by on either 
the E6 motorway to the West, or 
on the E4 to the East. Nyvång 
was built around the coal mine. 
The community now seems to be 
centered on the slag heap in its 
midst, rising to a height of 70 m in 
the otherwise flat farmland. At one 
point, Lars Hård and the situation-
ist artist Yoshio Nakajima argued 
for the slag heap in Nyvång to be 
viewed as a sculptural monument. 
They argued for this proposition 
through producing a graphic print, 
made ca. 1979, titled Landskaps-
monument Nyvång 1911-2011.
The British conceptual artist John 
Latham came up with a similar 
proposition. He suggested the slag 
heaps outside Edinburgh should 

be preserved as process sculptures. He 
argued that their physical form and the 
context they were situated in gave him a 
perspective of time. Like a time capsule, 
a slag heap encompassed an infinite 
amount of contextual events and histo-
ries, including the history of Scotland’s 
industrial labour and oil industry, the 
stories of communities surrounding the 
bings, and the legends of its landscape.
The city council of Åstorp has recently 
bought the slag heap in Nyvång with 
the aim of preserving it as a cultural 
landmark. This actualises the possibility 
of having artists laying out their views 
on what symbolic meaning a slag heap 
could potentially hold.To apply the argu-
ments for monumentality laid out by 
Latham on the specific case of Nyvång, 
next to images produced through asso-
ciation with the heap. 
In a stacked or layered video provision-
ally titled I am Untitled I will argue for 
the view that the slag heap in Nyvång 
is a monumental manmade process 
sculpture, which historically has im-
printed itself on both the physical and 
the cultural landscape. How the heap has 
been depicted in the arts will testify to 
its impression upon our associations, our 
fictions, our written and oral histories, 
our inner landscape. If the argument is 
succesful, the heap in Nyvång would 
then be seen as the largest manmade 
outdoor sculpture in Sweden.
The video will be accompanied by an 
AR app. Debut date October 2019.
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